
Giving Beyond Cash: Smart Ways to Support the Society

While donating cash is the most common way to give, there are many tax-effective and creative alternatives that

can help you make a meaningful impact while maximizing your charitable benefits.

1. Gifts of  Securities

What it is: Donate publicly traded stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or ETFs directly to the Society, a registered

charity.

Why it matters: You avoid paying capital gains tax on the appreciated value and receive a charitable tax

receipt for the fair market value of the securities.

Example: Donating $10,000 in shares that cost $5,000 to buy avoids tax on the $5,000 gain and earns a

$10,000 receipt.

2. Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)

What it is: A flexible giving account (offered by community foundations and financial institutions) where

you contribute assets, receive an immediate tax receipt, and recommend grants to charities over time.

Benefits: Easy to set up, professionally managed, and allows for strategic long-term giving.

3. Gifts in a Will (Bequests)

What it is: Leave a portion of your estate—cash, securities, or property—to the Society through your will.

Tax advantage: Your estate receives a charitable tax receipt that can offset up to 100% of income in the year

of death and the preceding year.

Tip: Simple to add through a will update or codicil.



4. Life Insurance Donations

Options:

Name the Society as beneficiary (your estate gets the tax receipt), or

Transfer ownership of a policy (you get a receipt for premiums paid).

Why it helps: Enables a larger gift than you might afford during your lifetime.

5. Gifts of  Real Estate or Personal Property

What it is: Donate land, artwork, or other valuable assets directly to the Society.

Considerations: May require appraisal and pre-approval from the Society, but can eliminate capital gains tax

and provide a large receipt.

6. Gifts from Registered Plans (RRSPs, RRIFs, TFSAs)

What it is: Designate the Society as a beneficiary of your registered accounts.

Tax advantage: The gift is made outside your estate, avoiding probate, and offsets taxes on remaining

registered assets.

7. In-Kind Gifts

Note: Time and services aren’t eligible for tax receipts, but donating goods (e.g., equipment or

professional expertise as an in-kind contribution) can often be receipted for fair market value if pre-

approved.

Key Takeaway

Non-cash giving can be strategic, tax-efficient, and deeply personal. Consult a financial advisor, estate

planner, or charity gift-planning specialist to ensure your donation aligns with your financial goals and values.
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